Plasma lipoproteins with bioregulatory properties including the capacity to regulate lymphocyte function and the immune response.
Consideration of the effects of nutrition and of lipids on the immune competence and the characteristics of host resistance to neoplasia requires consideration of the plasma lipoproteins. A wide variety of regulatory effects of lipoproteins on the immune response, immune mediation pathways, cellular metabolism of the immune system, and antigen-nonspecific host resistance mediated by the lymphoid and reticuloendothelial systems has recently been recognized. Observations coupled with initial evidence for differences in lipoproteins in cancer patients suggest that lipids or lipid metabolism may be of significance in the biology of neoplasia.